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p. 27. Task 4 
A Walking Tour in London
a. Listen to the following text.

Many of the world’s most instantly recognisable landmarks here are the Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament, Trafalgar Square, Buckingham Palace, and more landmarks can be found in London. A great way to see lots of them in a short space of time is by going on a walk up the Thames from Westminster Bridge to Tower Bridge. First, you’ll see the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben, then the London Eye, while further down the river you’ll see St Paul’s Cathedral, Tate Modern, Tower of London and, of course, Tower Bridge.
Many of London’s top museums and galleries are free. This includes the Natural History Museum and Science Museum on Exhibition Road in South Kensington, and the Victoria and Albert Museum around the corner from here on Cromwell Road. Closer to the West End are the National Portrait Gallery on St Martin’s Place behind Trafalgar Square, along with the National Gallery which is actually on Trafalgar Square. The famous Tate Modern is also free, while the most popular of all is the British Museum on Great Russell Street which has over 7 million artefacts.
There are lots of parks to chill out in. As London is such a busy city, it’s good to know there are lots of parks to chill out in. The biggest and best known is Hyde Park which is full of lakes and fountains, and is where you will find the famous ‘Speakers Corner’ where people come to speak their mind on all subjects every Sunday morning. Other parks worth checking out are St James’s Park and Green Park in front of Buckingham Palace, and Regents Park.

p. 39 Task 2.
 Housing in Britain
Now listen to the text, and check your guesses:

Where do most people live in the U.K.?
Most people in Britain live in urban areas. Towns and cities are spreading into their surrounding environment to cope with the increase of population. In the U.K. an average of 7,000 hectares of farmland, countryside and green space were converted to urban use every year between 1985 and 1998. This is almost the equivalent size of 9,600 international football pitches.

Who owns houses in the U.K.?
More people are buying their own homes than in the past. About two thirds of the people in England and the rest of Britain either own, or are in the process of buying their own home. Most others live in houses or flats that they rent from a private landlord, the local council, or a housing association. People buying their properties almost always pay for it with a special loan called a mortgage, which they must repay, with interests, over a long period of time, usually 25 years.

What are houses in the U.K. like?
Most houses in the U.K. are made of stone or brick from the local area where the houses are situated. The colours of the stones and bricks vary across the country. The U.K. has many types of homes. In the large cities, people often live in apartments, which are called flats. In most towns, there are streets of houses joined together in long rows. They are called terraced houses.



Why are British homes connected?
Because of space constraints as well as our long history. The Brits live on a very small island, and the population is very dense. This means that space is at a premium and so our houses are built close together.

Why do UK houses look the same?
It is cheaper for a builder to build the same home over and over again than to build different homes each time. Also, the market tends to demand certain types of homes just like a trend. Lastly, building codes and regulations can limit the options of the builders as well.



p. 47. Task 2 
b. British cinema – listening. Finish the sentences about the text with one of the following terms.
British cinema
The United Kingdom has had an important film industry for more than 100 years.
Although British cinema began before the turn of the twentieth century, it was after World Wars I and II that it was truly born as a distinct artistic and economic entity.
The wars forced filmmakers to take genres that had only been invented relatively recently, such as the documentary or action film, and use them to explore what it meant to be British during and after such a conflict. Cinema in the post-war period also served people as distraction and entertainment. It was from this necessity that the legendary British film studios were born.
The first major studio that pioneered their own genre of film was Gainsborough Studios, located in the capital – London - which was founded in 1924.
Another major name in the studio film boom was Ealing Studios, a London-based studio that started in 1902. Ealing still produces films, TV and music videos to this day, but one of the most important eras of its history was the popularity of the Ealing comedy.
Today, most people see films on television, whether terrestrial, satellite or subscription video on demand (SVOD) services. Streaming film content on computers, tablets and mobile phones is becoming more common as it proves to be more convenient for modern audiences and lifestyles.
Although America still appears to be the most influential film industry, the reality is more complex. Many films are produced internationally—either made in various countries or financed by multinational companies that have interests across a range of media.







p. 51. Task 2. 
British TV Channels
b. Listen to the text about British terrestrial TV and put the paragraphs in the correct order.

We’ve come a long way from having only one station on our televisions to triple-digit channels. Here’s your guide to some stations of the British Isles, from the BBC to ITV.
Terrestrial (over-the-air) channels are what anyone can receive with an antenna and a receiver. Like the US, the UK has a few hundred different cable and satellite channels.
There are two types of television in the UK, there’s the BBC which is supported by a yearly license fee that every owner of a television set has to pay. There are no commercials on the BBC. Then there’s commercial TV, which is everything else. Commercial TV has advertisements.
The flagship of the British Broadcasting Corporation is BBC One. It was launched in 1936, and like other BBC stations, funded through the television license. BBC One represents a mixed-genre station with news, sports, comedy, drama, etc. Landing a programme on this channel almost guarantees that someone will be watching.
While BBC One is considered the station with more “mainstream” or “popular” programmes, BBC Two is its more-educated cousin. In recent years, it has become more mainstream. A very popular programme of BBC Two is ’Top Gear’.
CBBC – A channel with the target audience of 6 to 12 year olds, it airs everything from classic children’s programming such as Blue Peter to The Sarah Jane Adventures, a more kid-friendly version of Doctor Who.
CBeebies – The original name for fans of CBBC programming, the network dedicates itself to fun and educational programming for children under the age of 6.
ITV – One of the first independent stations to go on the air in the United Kingdom, ITV stands for “Independent Television”. As a competitor to the BBC, it airs programmes from multiple genres as well as broadcasting news and sports. Popular programmes such as Downton Abbey, Ant & Dec, and the original Avengers have been in its programming.











p. 62. Task 2
Born in Hungary – world famous characters. Listen to the lives of some famous people of Hungarian origin and fill in the information about them.

Ernő Rubik is a Hungarian sculptor, architect, designer, interior designer, toy designer, inventor and university professor. His name is well-known almost all over the world for the game he created. The Rubik’s Cube is one of the most widely known inventions in the world. Its inventor originally called it the “Magic Cube” and described it as a spatial logic game. The first World Puzzle Championships was held in 1982, and the cube has remained popular all over the world ever since. 
Harry Houdini, born Erik Weisz, is a Hungarian-born American illusionist and magician. He was one of the greatest escape artists of all time and one of the greatest performers of the modern era. According to George Bernard Shaw, the most remembered names in the world are Jesus, Sherlock Holmes and Houdini. He only lived in Hungary until he was four but his career began in America. Despite his Hungarian origins, he considered himself an American. 
Béla Lugosi became world-famous and a star of classic horror films. It is a tribute to his art that he is one of the Hungarians who have been awarded a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. His original name was Béla Ferenc Dezső Blaskó, and his stage name refers to the town of Lugos in Romania, where the later actor was born. In 1931, he was asked to play the lead role in Dracula, which made him a world star. His strong accent became his trademark. 
Ferenc Puskás, Hungarian footballer, Olympic gold medallist and World Cup silver medallist, coach of several club teams and national teams, awarded the title of Sportsman of the Nation. He was born in Budapest and built a career in Hungary. He is considered by FIFA as one of the best footballers of all time. After the 1956 revolution, he settled in Spain and became a footballer for Real Madrid. He has worked as a football coach on all continents during his career. He is the best known figure in the Hungarian Golden Team. 
Béla Bartók, Hungarian composer, pianist, folk music researcher, great collector of Central European folk music, teacher at the Academy of Music, and one of the most important composers of the 20th century. At the age of 9-10, he was already composing his own music for piano. He toured villages with Zoltán Kodály for years with a phonograph to collect folk music. Disillusioned by developments in world history, he fled to America to escape National Socialism and the Arrow Cross.










p. 62. Task 3
Hungarian Americans and Americans of Hungarian origin. Listen to the text and answer
the questions beneath.

Estimates of the number of Hungarian Americans and their descendants in the United States exceed 4 million.
The peak immigration period was between 1880-1914. Economic immigrants from the Austrian Hungarian Monarchy were mostly Hungarian, Slovakian and also Romanian peasants and unskilled workers who came in huge numbers, primarily as guest workers to work in steel mills, coal mines, and factories.
The next wave of immigrants, known as the “Great Intellectual Immigration,” appeared during the 1930’s, in consequence of Adolf Hitler’s rise to power in Germany in 1933. The spread of Fascism and Nazism in Europe forced thousands of highly educated scientists, artists, and musicians to leave Hungary and Central Europe to find safe haven in America. Hungarian physicist Edward Teller and Leo Szilárd invented the nuclear reactor, and the hydrogen bomb during World War II. Others, such as John von Neumann, were later in the forefront of the birth of the computer. They both worked on the Manhattan project, a research and development undertaking during World War II that produced the first nuclear weapons. It was led by the United States with the support of the United Kingdom and Canada.
